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Generally, political activity should be avoided by a judge. 


A judge's involvement in political activity diminishes his or her ability to maintain independence 


on the bench.! Consequently, political activity should be avoided by a judge.” Judicial 
independence and neutrality require judges to limit or abstain from involvement in political 


activities commonly enjoyed by others in the community.” 


In some jurisdictions, canons of judicial ethics prohibit a judge from engaging in political activity, 


and the judge has a duty to avoid the perception that he or she is participating in political activity.” 
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Beyond voting, judges must generally eschew most political connections, and the exceptions are 
political activities geared toward improving the law, the legal system, or the administration of 


justice. 
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